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O1' long ago one of the suave
young men around Chancellor
Adenauet remarked that General

GutFerias+, the author of "Panzer 1...ead-
er," should be pat in jail. He had not
read the book. His remark refleeted
both the propensity of the Germane for
putting people In jail without due proc-
ess of law and the distaste felt for both
Guderian and his book by the present
regime in German).

There are two reasons for it. The
first is that Guderian. the last Chief
of the Army General Staff under Hit-
ler, has offended the whole community
of German interest whom center, al-
most its reason for being, is the plot.
which failed, to assassinate Hitler. The
second reason is that Guderian— who
by any standards, was one of the lead.
ing German commanders of World War
II and who, moreover, was a military
innovator of Lb. hist rank In tho fieel
nr armored warfare—la wisympathetie
to the strategic and organizational con-
cepts of the. to him, relatively Junior
generals who have been entrusted
thi formation of the Army of the
Fourth Reich.

"Panzer Leader" . comprises a number
of books. There is the story, well told.
of Cuderian's long struggle in the face
of opposeion by infantry and cavalry
generals to build the panzer forces
which swept east and west out of Ger-
many from 1939 to 1942. There is It
detailed account of the operatiolis of
those forces and indeed of the whole
German Army in the great cammogn,
in Poland, France and the Low Coun-
tries and the Soviet Union. And there
are Guderian's views on Hitler and his
government, the plot and the leading
Personalities ut tne Tliird Reich.

SEPARATELY each section is id oh-
sorbing interest, though the rearIcr may
find it difficult to move from the de•
tails of battles to the feverish insanity
of Hitler's court. And Guderian't; views
on Hitler and the other Nazi leadeii
seem to have been added as an a ft. r
thought. Nevertheless, the hook tells us
a great deal. It is far better than any.
thing yet written by a Gerrriun
Perhaps heist:se Guderian was a high.
ranking general, a man who knew whit.

oing in at the battlefields	 tee
• man of 'motel political em. pre-

FAILED
German ntury of how and why the
Wehrrnacht failed in Russia in 1941
than this.

Gaderian, like de Gaulle, an-
Attlee developer of the armored force,
has a penchant for political pronounce-
ments and it is these that have offend-
ed his countrymen. What he says about
the plot Ls it:tem-ding, even refreshing.
although undoubtedly offending to nen -
Xlists.

Noting that he refuses to "accept
noirder in any form." GlIdehitth asset s
'eat he cannot approve if the assassi-

nation attempt. He then makes a num-
ber of biting criticisms of the plot: the
conspirators were careless: once the
bomb had exploded, Graf Stauffenberg.
the would-be assassin, acted with
"more than foolhardiness": finally, the
plot came too late,

The acorn in these sentences has of'
tended many Germane: "• • • A very
great deal has been spoken and written
about resistance to the Hitler regime.
But of those men who are still alive,
the speakers and the writers, who had
access to Hitler, which a them did, in

fact, even once, offer any resistance to
hit, will?"

And later Guderoan says: "Any man
who was quite sure that 'Hitler's policy
was bound to lead to war, that war
must be prevented and that a war
would inevitably bring our nation to
disaster. at..4. a man was duty bound
to seek and tin.; occasions, before the
war had started, to say so without am-
biguity both to Hitler and to the Ger-
man people; if he could not do this from
inside Germany then he should have
done so from abroad. Did the responsi-
ble men at the time in fact do this?"

THESE questions underline another
•

question that Is sure to ttaunt the Ger-
mane for years. It is simply: If Hitler
,eati .40 evil and so bad, why was there
nt outcry against him when Germany
Was winning? Germans invariably re-
tort that this is an oversimplification.
Rut great evil and great tyranny an

"Panzer Leader" emphatically was
not written to curry favor with the

.United States. Nor does Guderian at-
tempt In place oil 'h. Marna roe n..c.si
on Hitler. Keitet, Jodl and other gen-
..r.tls contributed. And if there is little
teneere of his own operations- well.
Gude, tan's campaigns have as good a
chance of standing the test of time as
those of any other German generai.

Guderian. like many other German
commanders at the top level, admired
Rommel as a man and as a field com-
mander, but evidently he does not con-
sider the desert general as one of the
great military commanders of history.

Rommel Was, Gtalerian writes. -kin

opvtl. upright man and a blase soldier."
He had "energy and tolhtlely 01 appre-

ciation • • • great understanding of his
iner and, in fact, thoroughly deserved
the reputation he had won for himself

However, when Rommel and Guderi-
an worked together preparing defenses
and tactics against the landing of the
Allied expeditionary forte in France
Goderian found the desert general
"highly temperamental" and unable to
understand the need for re.
serves."

.GUDERIAN does not adopt the vtew

that political considerations— such as

the retention of west-front reserVes for
nw in a national emergency in Ger•
Many in event ot tliticr's iissassitili t on

influenced Ramrod's "overdu e and
piecemeal" commitment of reser ,Cs in
Norniandy lie stays the quest liii is an

once one. Greater praise is accorded
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OT long ego one of the suave
young men around Chase,
Adenauet remarked that General

Guderian. the author of "Panzer Lead-
er." should be put in jail. He had t.ol
rend the book. His remark refleeted
both the propensity of the Germane for
putting people in Jail without due pee.
esti ed law and the distaste felt for both
Guderlan and his book by the present
regime In German.

There are two reasons for it. The
first is that Guderlan, the last Chief
of the Army General Staff under Hit-
ler. has offended the whole commun.'r
of German Interest whose center. xi-
most Its reason for being, is the ;dot.
which failed to assassinate Hitler. The
second reasor is that Guderian • who
by any standards, was one of the lead.
log German commanders of World Wit •
II and Who, moreover, was a milder,
Innavarar of that first rank in the u , • II
nj armored Warea7e---ia urtaymputhetie
to the strategic and organizational •••.1..
!elite of the, to him, relatively Junior
.viterals who have been entrusted woe
hi formation of t he Army rd the
',tomtit Reich.

"Panzer Leader" comprises a mother
of hooks. There Ia the story, Well •old
of Cud, 'anti long utruggle in the face
of eppsaition by infantry and cavairy
generals to build the panzer tome:
which swept real and west nut It lee
many front (939 to 1842. Th e re is
detailed account of the operatirius
those forces and indeed of the 'Athol!.
German Army in the great campogn,
in Poland. France and the Low Cour,
trice and the Soviet Union. And the.
are Guderian's views on Hitler and
government, the plot :trul the le...t.i.e
personalities oi tn.! Third Retch.

SEPAHATELY each section is if lift.
sorbing interest, though the reader may
find it difficult to move front the de.
tails of qattles to the feverish insanity
o f Hitler's court. And Guiterian's
on Hitler and the other Nazi leaded
stein to have been added as ar t :if , -
thought. Neverthelesv. the book I . Ils us
a great ilea]. It is far better thou!
%nine yet written by a Ceriiiiin p•diedd
eerhaps berate:, 13i/den:in was a hugh.
renkir.g general, it man who knew what
A ! , • idi ng !!ri at the halt tefielos

ii 11s 1 n t.r1,11:0,1	 0.•:1.;11't
hiSISI . tn hut	 taidieal reilitar

There is Ps, sOlsq , and ',tier

(;r • ror,”. corr..

TIMES, Mr	 toe	 oethio •	 '11.•
f • tr G . turtIrly .	'T..

FAILED
Gernian story of how and why the
Wehrmacht failed in Russia in HMI
:ha:. this.

Gudertan. like de Gaulle. an-
other developer of the armored force
has a penchant for political pronouree-
itientS and It Is these true have offend,
ed his countrymen. What he says
the plot is interesting, even refreshing.
although undoubtedly offending to mor-
abets.

Noting that he refuSeS lu "arCept
'louder in Nov form." Cotten:in ass!
•,,, t he cannot approve of the asSass.-

nation attempt. He then makes a num-
ber of biting criticisms of the plot: the
conspirators were careless: once the
himb had exploded, Graf Stauftenberg.
the would-be andSSIn. Acted with

more than foolhardiness": finally, the
phd came too late.

The scorn in these sentences has if
fended many Germans: "• • • A very
great deal hes been apoken and writter
about resistance to the Hitler mimic.
Rut of those men who are still alive.
the sperike.rs and the writers, who had
access to Hitler. seinen of them ddl,

fact. even once, offer any resistance to
his will ?"

Amt later Guderian says: Any man
',no was quite sure that Hitler's policy
W0$ tentnd to lead to war, that war
must be prevented and that a war
would inevitably bring our nation to
disaster. such a man was duty bound
: seek and find occasions, before the
war had started, to say so without an,
h iguity both to Hitler and to the Ger-
man people: if he could not do this Iron;
!nside Germany than he should have
done so from abroad. Dial the responsi-
ble men at the time in fact do this?"

THESE questiona underline another
queslion that Is sure to flaunt the Ger-
mans n. years. It is simply: If Hitter
was so nil and so bad, veto was there
TVG outcry against him when Germany

seat, winning? Germans invariably re-
tort that this is an oversimplification
But great evil and great tyranny or'

"Panzer Leader" emphatically was
not written to curry favor with the
United States. Nor does GUderian at-
:, 	 In place MI H.. Warn*
on Hitler. Keitel. Jodl and other gen-
erals contributed. And it there is little
censure of his own operatiotte well.
Guierian's campaigns have as good a
!mance of standing the test of time as
those of any other Ge.-Inan general.

Hudenan, like malty other Germs'.
commanders at the top level. admired
Rommel its a man and as a field com-
mander, but evidently he does era,

sidel the desert general UP noel the
great military commanders of history.
Ronunel was, Guderian writes. "an
open. upright roan and H btave solitier
He had "energy and subtlety o p appro-

. •iatisni • • • great understandin g of his
tore and, in fact, thoroughly deserved
the reputation he had won for himself

However, when Rommel /Ind Gluten-
an worked together preparing defenses.
and tactics against the landing of the
Allied expeditionary force in France
I ;,Iderian found Inc de ten g?reral
"highly temperamental" awl unable to
understand the need tot -mobile re-
aereeS.-

Gl I DERIAN dues not adopt the view
that political cons iderations— Buell as
the retention of west-front reserves for
use in a national emergency in Ger.
many in event of Hitler's ...:1:■Rinal ion

•influenred Rommeis "overdue and
piecemeal" commitment of reserves in
Normandy. Ile says the question is An
!me:, one Greater praise us aceorded
Ftelit Mar,hal	 oresmt
pris,net tor war erimes in the British
zon.• Hide. says Goderian. was a 01.11
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■ %enerals Hans Speetet and Adolf
Heoslnger, the two Iaincipai rollita.v
advisers to the	 oi .111 Poi, I;
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-Confinuea Irma Pap 1/
Bonn Government. are men-
tioned only in passing by Go-
derian. And If he is critical of
many generals his prams- for
batallion, regimental and uulii•
pany commanders who caught
his eye is unstinted.

AMERICAN readers will be
surprised at the emphasis which
Guderian places on the war in
the east. This Is natural, be-
cause for the German soldier
th war with Russia was the
war. The Mediterranean. even to
some extent the Normandy
front until the Allied break-
through, were sideshows. They
knew they had to conquer
RUISLIL or fall.

Guderian*s accounts of three
great military operations, the
break-through into France in
1940. the first assault on the
Soviet Union in 1941 and the
long retreat from Russia In
11143-45, 'are classics of their
kind. No other memoirs give
so complete an account of these
operations, and the military de-
tail is touched by sharp descrip-
LW., of the fighting and vivid
glimpses of the vague distorted
half-life of men at war.

Guderian's military master-
pieces were the break-through
at Sedan in Hay, 1940. and the
subsequent drive to the Channel

• coast and the ofrensive on Mos-
,•ow through Orel, which he led.
Much has now been written
about the drive through Sedan:
French and British generals and
historians have added their re-
flections, yet Cudehan's luster
is undimmed.

Pursuing his favorite tactic
of "boot . them, don't spatter
them," Guderlan took Sedan
with the First and Tenth Panzer
Divisions and then forced the
crossing of the Meuse on May
13. Those who, with Tolstoy. hold
that once a battle has begun
generals surrender co ntrol may
be confounded by Guderian's ac-
count For this was personal
leadership of a kind the West
did not see again until Patton
swept across France four years
later. Guderian's record and, it
should be said, othei' records)
shows a restless driving coin-
mander. confident that his theo-
nes of srmored werfare would
be borne out if only drive could
he maintained.

THEN i n vonlInNntl of the
Nineteenth Ciirps ii iiiter eon

lei lull threw I lie
French back autaiss the neer
and then dire cted a series of
smashing attacks which not
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sooner than other generals the
true weakness of the French
Army and he was swifter to ex-
ploit it: greatly daring, he was
greatly rewarded.

Guderian himself emerge:,
from the book a little more than
life site. That be wan bra y,- we
know. That he was skillful as
an organizer and a tactician is
part of the military history of
the last fifteen years. He obvi-
ously had a streak of deep Com-
bativeness which kept him plan-
ning and organizing after many
others had lost heart.

HE reports his quarrels with
Hitler over military matters. He
won only minor victories in
these battles. Like other men
more astute politically, be was
overcome by that demoniac en-
ergy and spate of words. Hitler,
he remarks, could not under-
stand Germany's limitations
and once the armies had been
checked outside Moscow
"plunged into the unlimited" in-
stead of choosing more modest
objectives or breaking off the
bathe.

The writing is crisp, at times
very personal, and has a curious-
ly old-fashioned quality. Some
of the details of how the Ger-
man armored force was organ-
ized may bore the average read-
er. and Guderian perhaps labors
Hitler's military ineffectiveness
in his last years. But through-
out the battle scenes there i9 an
authentic touch. The descrip-
tion of the fighting In Russia as
winter came in 1041 1.4 told in
brief, sharp sentences which
give a strong •,acture of a great
military machine shwly running
down in the face of bitter re-
sistance snit bitter cold.


